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What Was Important During the 
2021 GA Session?

Revenue & Spending Themes 

• “Found” more revenue with improved 
revenue outlook

• Restored many pre‐pandemic unallotted 
priorities

• Attempts to maximize federal funding

– TANF, Child Care, Housing, Medicaid
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Legislation Themes

• Most bills passed with 
bipartisan support
– exceptions: racism as a 
public health crisis, & 
paid sick days for 
essential workers 

• Issues that did not 
advance:
– paid family leave, 
reducing SOLs, 
eliminating mandatory 
minimums

Advocacy Themes

• Evened the playing field to have everyone 
using Zoom & allowed front line workers 
more opportunities to weigh in

– Example: advocacy cohorts with impacted 
communities
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Biggest Budget Wins

• More than $257 million in state and federal 
funds for new initiatives for kids & families!

– Transforming the approach to foster care

– Enhancing VA Preschool Initiatives

– Equitable education for disadvantaged school 
districts

– Support to address financial hardship for families

Biggest Legislative Wins

• First state in the South to declare racism a 
public health crisis

• Establishing new methods to stabilize child 
care and make it affordable

• Dismantle systems of oppression

– Ex: access to health insurance, barriers to receive 
public assistance benefits 
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How Policies Addressed Pain Points of 
Dual Pandemic

Improving Health Insurance Access

• Starting Summer 2021: Prenatal health care coverage for 
economically disadvantaged mothers who are undocumented 
immigrants.

• Starting Summer 2021: A Medicaid-funded doula benefit for 
eligible moms to obtain doula care during pregnancy, delivery and 
post-partum follow-up.

• TBD/Fall 2021: 12 months of postpartum health coverage for 
economically disadvantaged mothers enrolled in Medicaid/FAMIS.

• Directed the state Medicaid agency to continue planning for a 
Medicaid-funded home visiting benefit.
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Improve Food Access

• Increase Food 
Investment Fund to 
$3.1 million to improve 
access in food deserts

• Study to establish 
ProduceRx Program

Trauma Responsive Mental Health 
System 

 Funding to implement MARCUS Alert Crisis Response 

 New unified call‐in number and system to respond to mental 

health crisis 

 Funding to sustain VA HEALs statewide trauma‐informed 

referral and response 

 Increase access to ACE Interface training for direct service 

professionals 
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Responding to Student 
Mental Health Needs

Increased school‐based 
support positions

• School counselors 
funded 1:325 students

• Specialized support 
staff funded 3:1,000 
students
– 44 divisions must hire 
additional staff to meet 
needs

Increase Cash Assistance for Families 

• In July 2020 TANF cash assistance increased 
15% 

• In July 2021 will increase additional 10%

– Avg payment per household would become 
$397/mo
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Policies to keep families strong and avoid 
foster care

• Funding to Implement Families First July 2021

– Hire 143 local prevention services positions

– Establish center for evidence‐based practice

Improve Support for Kinship 
Caregivers
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Foster Care

Improve Access to Affordable 
Child Care

• Uses $60 mil in federal

• Waitlists have declined

• Reimbursement covers 
most costs

– Ex: $1,000 per month 
for infant care in 
Henrico
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Improved Child Care Eligibility‐
Spread the Word!

Improve Compensation for Early 
Childhood Educators 

• Additional $5 million to increase access to 
$1,500 Educator Incentive Awards

• Establish pilot project to pay for care based 
on enrollment and “true costs” such as higher 
pay
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More Work To Do

• Providing Paid Family & Medical Leave

• Establishing permanent staff and permanent 
Children’s Cabinet 

• Providing general funds to support 
community‐based trauma networks (TICNs) 

Participate in the Feedback Loop

1. Join in network and coalition meetings
 allison@vakids.org to connect on child welfare initiatives
 emily@vakids.org to connect on early care and education.
 chloe@vakids.org to connect on family economic security and policies 

impacted by racial, cultural and historical trauma.

2. Share this information with youth, families & 
frontline staff and seek their feedback

3. Sign up for Voices’ mailing lists


